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Fo 
THE RIGHT WORSHIP- 
FEVLLMY TRVELY HONORED 


Friend Maſter Alexander Thiſtlethwayte 


'Eſquyer, to whom I oweeven 
my owne ſclfe. 


pfull, 
Remember how 'Noahs Doye 
( after ſome longer ſtay then was 
expefted) returned at length unto 
|| the Arke from whence fhee Was 
== ent, with a branch of Olirve in her 
mouth. Your worthy Family was the Arke out of © 
hich ] was ſent into theſe farther parts of Eſſex, 
and thus long harve Þ beene abroad, ere F could 
finde out an Olive-branch fit to preſent you with 
at my returne, ſuch as it ts, 1 beſeech you takeit 
in good part, and let it finde ( as the Authour 
| bath done ) favour and acceptance at your bands. 
| L And 


Right Worſhi 


 TheEpiſtle Dedicatorie. 


And the God of peace lengthen your tranquility] 
and continue. to' preſerve your hoyſe and family, 
that it muy ever remain? as an Happy Ame 
wherein both you afid yours may fucceſciroely bee 
 Joved. NES 


Thus prayes | 
Your poore ſervant 


and ſuppliant | 


Joun Goxx. 
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PSAL. 147. Ver. 16,17,18. 


He giveth ſuow like wool ;, he ſcattereth the hoary frof 
like aſhes: He caſteth forth bis 1ce like mor ſels ; 
| table to abide by cold? He ſendeth out by word and X 
melieth them; He bloweth with his wind, and the 
waters flow. 


EPAHE lt time I was in this 
g—g! place, I preached you aSum- 
mer-Sermon{ out of Rr 
rayer, /ames 5.17.) it bei 
_ atime of —— 
Nj heate and drought; I am now 
4 come up(through Gods mer- 
4 cifullpreſcrvation.) to preach 
yourWin ter-Sermon, ſuch as the extremity abthe 
| L 2 weather, 
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weather, and the miſery of the wayes hath even en» 
forced me to fall upon, befides my purpoſe and in- 
tention that ſo by a kinde of fpirituall 4ntiperiſta- 
ſis, your ſoules may receive fome waimth within, 
whiles your bodicsare encompaſſed- with ſo much 
cold without, forthisend, I have made choyſe of 
ſuch a Text, as will teach us tomake good uſe of all 
manner of winter weather ; whether it be ſhow, or 
froſt, or Ice,or floods,or whatever elſeit be, there 
isſtill ſome good uſc to be made. of it, ifmen had 
but grace to apply their mindes and heartsun- 
tot. | , 
Which that you may the better doe, bepleaſed 
to obſerye with mee foure generall points, which 
may be reduced to foure ſeverallheads, and be thus 
expreſſed. x. The providence of God, or the care 
that God hathto cloath and keepe warme the very 
earth as it were with a Garment of wooll ; (dat »i- 
wem ſicut lanam, He giveth 8now like wooll ) 2:The 
diligence of God (if I may ſo terme it) that inthe 
cold and bitter evenings, when wee are cloſe and 
warme by the fire, or when we are at reſt and warme 
inour beds, then is our God abroad at worke, 
ſprinkling and ſcattering the hoary or the aſhy froſt 
fe the health and welfare both of man and beaſt, 
( pareit pruinam-ſicut cinerens, he ſcattereth or ſprink- 
leth the hoary froſt like aſhes.) 3. The ſeverity of 
God, whereby he returneth menthe ſame meaſure 
which they themſelves have mete untoothers ; be- 
cauſe for the moſt.part mens mor/els are like Ice, that 


comes 


A Winter Sermon. 3 
comes home to them in their owne kinde,and payes 
them (asit were) with their owne coyne, and giyes 
them 4ce like morſels,to be botha remembrance,and 
a revenge of their miſerable inhoſpitality ( progeit, 


glaciem ſuam ſicut buccel/as, Hee cafteth forth his 1ce 


like morſels.) 4. Laſtly, ſceethe goodnefle and the 
tender mercy of- God; that when God ſeeth the 
weather is growne to that extremity, that people 
are notableto abide his cold, then he hath compaſ- 
ſionuponmens infirmities, and (asir followeth in 
the Text) emittit verbum,er liquefacit, ec. He ſon- 
deth out his word and melteth them, hee blewnth with 
his winde, and the waters flow, Theſe be the ſeverall 
parts and branches of my Text, of each whereof, 1 
will endeavour to ſpeake, as briefcly,and as effecu. 
ally as God and his good ſpirit ſhall enable me. And 
firſt ofthe providence of God in cloathing the very 
earth. 
Dat nivem ſicut lanam,Hee giveth ſnow like wool. 
I. The firſt thing 1 obſerve from hence is this, 
that the ſnow doth not onely come by the courſe of 
the planets, or by thecoldnefſe of the Climate, or 
by the vertue ofany ſecondary meanes and cauſes; 
but it is Donum Dez,the gift of-God;, The ſame God 
that gave us theſe ſoules, ishee that 'gives us-theſe 
ſnowes, to be a covering anda garment to the na- 
ked carth : farrebe it fromusthereforeto murmure 
or repine, or thinke our ſoules agreeved with God 
for ſending us ſuch ſnowye weather, to hinder-our 
husbandry, te pinch our cattel], and to ſpend our 
ſtover, 8&c. butlet us learne of Devid, to give God 
the glory ofall his gifts z and fit:downe and ſay as - 
L 3. Elie - 
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4 
Eliedid, x $4w.3.18, It is the Lord,let him dee what 
ſeemeth him good, for whatſoever ſeemeth good to 
\ him, cannorbut be gaad, howeveritſcemesto vs. 
Conlider(I beſeech you) wherefare it.is, that the 
. ſnow,and baile,and-ſtorme, and tempeſt are bidden 
and commanded to praiſe God, P/al. 148. 8. and 
thinke with your ſelves, how or which way thoſe 
ſenceleſſc inanimate things can performe that ho- 
nourco their Maker, ualeflc ic be by the Ejaculati- 
ons and expreſſions of the heart and tongue of man, 
whichis the onely Zyr« 4vimeta, the living harpe of 
God, to ſound forth his prayſes, and ſer forth his 
lory for all his gifts and benefits; Alafle thoſe live- 
le creatures cannot doe it ofthemſelyves, but they 
muſt doe it by us, or rather indecdeir iswe thatare 
commanded to doe it for them. Whereforcelſe 
bath God givento man the uſe of the tongue with 
language and words to expreſle himſelfe, which he 
denyedto all other creatures beſides, but one- 
ly that <Mar ſhould be (asit were) The month of all 
his other creatures, to praiſe and glorifie God in 
their ſtead, and intheir behalfe. If any of us ſhall 
thinkenuuch to doeſo little for our God, let us take 
hecde that God doe not by us, ashee threatned to 
doeby thoſe Prieſts, Mal. 2. 2. Even to curſe our 
very bleflings, andtomakethoſe things which are 
ble inthem(ſelves, tobe little better thencroſ- 
\ſesandcurſes unto us. For God can give us bleflings 
withſuch a #4xg that the fruition ſhall differ lite 
 -fromthe wantas he did tothe /ſralites when hegave 
them quailes; ſo God gives many a man children 
-with ſolittle grace,that they would have accounted 


it 
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5 
it even a bleſſing to be barren - ſo God pives 
2 man wealth with ſo little comfort, thatit had been 
better for their ſoules, if they had begged their 
bread : ſo God cangive us ſnow and raine with ſo 
little favour, that neithet we, nor theearth ſhall re- 
. ceive any comfort or refreſhment by it. Therefore 
as wedefire todoe our ſelves good, and to have and 
to hold the good will ofour heavenly Father, that 
he ſhould proſper andblefſe his. bleflingsto us;then 
letus inno caſe withhold from God the honenr ave 
unto his name, but returne him ſome glory for all 
his gifts ; for what man will goe-into a cold bedto 
watme it, but he lookes for warmth from it againe: 
what man will give his friend aring, but hee hopes 
that hee will weatc it for his ſake, or give hima 
booke, but he hopeshe will reade itfor his ſake, or - 
give him anytoken of love, butthat hee hopes hee-- 
will accept it and keepeit forhis ſake - and fhall we 
thinke that God doth not looke for as much as this 
at ont hands, when hepgivesus ſnow and froſts, &c. - 
beleeveit he doth s andrtherefore ifthou haſt beene-. 
defeQive this way, let me bethy monitour, to doe: - 
as Phayaohs Batley did, Gen.41.9: 13 call to mingle thy 
fanlt this day z and ro remember that it is thy part * 
and duty tobleſſe God for all his bleffings: as well - 
for thoſe whichthou enjoyeſt in common with 0- 
thers, -as for thoſe that thou taft in peculiar and - 
os to thy ſelfe; hath God given thee health? © 
kf him forit - hath he giventhee wealth?blefle - 
him for it : hath he giventhee children and friends, 
and peaceabledayes ? blefſe him forall rheſe : bue * 
hath heegiven thee na" | 
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Hath he given thee his good Spirit to comfort thee? 
Hath he given thee his _ grace, to preſerve and 
: keepe thy ſoule? Oh bleſſe him' for this above all, 
for hee hath giventhee with it, that which I pray 


> Godof his mercytogive us all, Health and ſalvation 


in leſw Chriſt. So much for my firſt Obſervation, 
that the very Snow amongſt other things,is Donnm 
Dei, the gift of God, [He giveth Snow. ] 
2. Furthermore, 706 tels us that the Syvow is Nun- 
- tis Dei, the meſſenger or the ſervant of God, 7b 
. 37. 6. He ſaith to the Snow,be thou on the earth ; and 
immediately upon the leaſt watch-word of God, 
there it fals and lies. Thus you ſhall obſerve, thar 
all the creatures,and all the Workes of God, both 
in heaven and earth, doein their wayes, and in 
 theirkindesſhew themſelves obedient and dutifull 
totheir Maker,-.except onely man, and the devill; 
if God-ſpeake to the Windes ( though unruly crea- 
tures ) thoy obey him,ifto the Seas,to the Whales, 
to the Lyons, &c. they obey him ; if God doe bur 
call for a dearth (asthe Prophet told the Shunamite, 
2 Keg.$.1. ) ora famine, or for any other judge- 
ment, they comeatthe firſtcall, and lye uponthe 
World to plague it for-finne ; you cannot name any 
creatureexcept man, bur is ready at the leaſt becke 
of God to fulfill hs Word. Ah whatwretched crea- 
turesarewe,: that can finde none inall. the world to 
comply with;but the devil! ; that can finde no other 
patterne for our diſobedience, no other partnerin 
ourrebellious courſes, but wee muſt fetch a preſi- 
dent from hell, and from the bottomeleſle pit, Is 
it notfirange * that whereas Divines oblcrve, - _ 
| 0 
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God was never called Lord in Scripture till he had 
created man, as you may ſecinthe firſt of Geneſes, 
whereit is ſaid,that God created the heaven and earth; 
and God ſaid let there be lizht,cc. onely God with- 
outany otherattribute z till he had made man, and 
thenthe Text cals himthe Lord Godat every word z 
tointimate that God hath a ſpeciall Lordſhip and 
Dominionover man, and lookes for more ſpeciall 
duty and ſervice from man, than from all his ether 


creatures: I ſay then, isit not ſtrange, that no one 


creature of Gods making doth ſo much diſhonour 
and diſobey the Lord, as wicked, wretched many 


whom the Lord purpoſely made to honour and 0. 


bey, and doe him ſervice. Looke to all the other 
creatures, and Davidtels you, they no ſooner re- 
ceive theleaſt word of command from God, but 
preſently they fulfill it, Pſal.148.8, Praiſe the Lord 


ye Dragons and all deepes, fire and haile, ſnow and va- 


pour fulfilling his Word. There bee anumber of ug 


that are apt enough to heare Gods word; they have 
eAnres bibulas, hungry and thirſty cares for that pur- 
poſe; or rather(as the Apoſtle cals it) pruritam au- 
rium, they have akinde of itch in their eares, which 
likea Tetter, the more it is rub'd, the farther it 


- ſpreads, which makes them unſatiable in hearing 


the wordofthe Lord ; but where ſhall you finde a 
man or woman, that hath any care, or makes any 
conſcience to fulfill the Word of God ( as thoſe crea- 
ruresdoe? ) Therebe thoſethat will goe a mile or 
two to hearea Sermon ; but where ſhall you finde 
onethat will goe out ofhis owne doore to dve a Ser- 
mon? I meane, to doe as God would have __ 
M that 
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that is, to repent of his ſinnes, to reforme his life, 
tofollow his calling with a good conſcience, and t6 
walke with his God with an honeſt heart, whichis: 
the principall and the maine of Chriſtianity £ You 
know that Hearing is but a part of that ſervice wee 

oweto God; as our Saviour intimates in the Goſ- 

pell, where he ſaith, thar Mary choſerhe better part x 

It is the doing of Gods will, and the f#/filiing of his 
- FFord, that makes onr ſervice entireand compleate, 

and ſuchas-God would have it. Thisleſſon, if we 
will notfearne it by the Scriptures, we may-learne 
irof the very ſenceleſſe creatures, of the very Snow: 
ia my Text; for (faith 796) God doth but ſpeake to 
the Snow, and ſay, Be thou or the earth, and there 
irreſts, till God remooves it. This is my ſecond 
obſervation, that the Snow is n#ntizz Deithe meſo 
ſengcrand ſervant of God, and may teach man o-- 
beckence tohis Maker. Therefore Chriſt expoſtu- 
lateth itas an abſurd thing in mento cry Lora, Lord, 
(z.) to profeſſe and ingeminate a verballſubjeRion;. 
whereas really and indeede they would not doc ſo 
muck'for God as the very ſencelefle and bruitiſh 
Creatures, 

3. Moreover, Jobtels us,Chap: 38.22.that God 
hath, Theſauros nivs ; Treaſures of Snow, which he 
reſervethand keepeth'in ſtore againſt ſuch time as 
the earth ſhall ſtand moſt in neede of it 5 and ſoyou 
ſhall obſerve in Scripture, that God hath treaſures 
inſtore forall kinde of mercies.+ Hee hath arrcaſure 
of raine (as 1obtels us inthe ſame place ) that is,in 
theſcorching heate of Summer, whentheearth doth 
evenrend;and {plit,and gaſpe for want of moyſture, 
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25 if it were ready (as it were ) to give up theghoſt, 
thendoth God goe to his Treaſury, and fetch our 
that ſame pluviam munificam, Pſal, 68, 9g, gracious 
enriching raine, that refrcſheth the bowels of the 
earth, and maketh the very Vallies (as David 
ſpcakes) even tolaugh andfing. The ſame Prophet 
Daviatels us ? ſal. 19.14. that God hath Theſauram 
4] menie, a treaſure of foode, and proviſion for the 
belly [hoſe bellies thou filleft with thy hid treaſure. ] 
thatis, intime of dearth and famine when the City 
ſhallbe forced tocry tothe Country,as the mandid 
to Panl, AF. 16. 9. Come out of Macedonia, and 
helpe us, and whenthe Countrey ſhallthinke ( as 
that Noblemandid. 2 Reg. 7.) thatthe fcarcity of 
proviſion is ſo great, tht if the Lord ſhould makg 
windewes in beaves, it wouldall be little enough to 
G11 the bellies of the people : then doth God of his 
oaodnefſſe provide for the poore, then doth he goe 
to his ſecret and hidden treaſure, and by wayes un- 
Likely and uncxpected,doth God take order fortheir 
reliefethat putrheir truſt in him. Beyondall theſe, 
God hath one Treaſure more, more worth than all 
the reſt, and thatis Theſaurus Gratie, the treaſure 
of his grace and goodnefle, which he hath hidden, 
and laid up in the Breaſt and Boſome of leſus Chriſt, 
Coleſ. 2. 3. In him (ſaith the Apoſtle) are hidthe 
treaſures of w.ſedowe and knowledge, Therefore asin 
Egypt, they that wanted any corne went all to [0- 
ſeph, who hadthe Treaſuresand Storchoules in his 
owne keeping ; ſolct allthat want grace, repare to 
leſus Chriſt, whois the Lord high Treaſurer of the 


graces of God, 
M 2 Now 
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Now theſe treaſures of graceare ſaid ro be hidin 
Ehrift,, notas Moſes body waShidden by the 4 x- 
gel, totheintent that ir ſhould not be found; but as 
the woman inthe Goſpell, Hat. 13. is ſaid to hide 
her leaven in vhe meale, that the vertue of it may be 
diffuſed and diſperſed into every bit of herbread.In 
this ſence, doth God hide his graces in the heart of 
Teſus Chriſt,. thatall wee that are his ſinfull mem 
bers may have a taſte and a relliſh of the ſame gra- 
cesthat are in him : according to that 7ehy x. 16. 
Of his fulneſſe we all receive grace for grace - that is, 
{asone ſweetely expounds it) asa child ingenerati- 
on receiveth from his Parents member for member, 
or asthe Paper from the Preſle receiveth Letterfor 
Letter or astheglaſſe from the face receiveth1- 
mage forImage; ſodoe wee from Teſus Chriſt re- 
ccive grace for grace; that is, for every grace that 
isin Chriſt, (appertaining toa generall ſanRificati- 
on, as humility, zcale, devotion, &c.) there isa 
grace inus (if we belong to him) in ſome meaſure 
and proportion-anſwerable and agreeable to the: 
ſame in him. Thus are wee( through Gods mercy ) 
partakers ofthe ſame treaſure with our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, and we carry it about(asthe Apoſtle ſpeakes) 
er35parivors in earthen veſſels, therefore it ſtands usin 
hand totake heed of knockesand fals, I meane,into' 
finne whereby the treaſure of Gods grace maybe 
endangered inus: Thus you ſee, that God hathtrea- 
ſures for all mercyes; and indeed his treaſures are- 
all, and oncly for mercy ; as for that ſametreaſure 
of wrath, Rew:2.5. that is ours and none of Gods ; 
Godtreaſures up nothing but mercy; itis wee _ 

OIE- 
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ftorea is treaſure with wrath. As the Apoſtle 
ſaith, Thow, (O wicked man) after the hardneſſe of 
thy heart treaſureſt up wrath for thy ſelfe eds 
day of wrath, God doth not treaſure vp wrath for: 
thee, nor for any manelſe, but thou treaſureſt and 
ſtore it up for thy ſelte ; and therefore if God pay 
thec home in thy owne coyne, and empty thy trea« 
ſure uponthy owne head, thou muſt thank thy ſelfe. 
Ina word,though God keepesthe treaſures of mer- 
cy, yetwe keepethekey: ( at leaſt wee may if wee 
wilt our ſelves)for Godhath given usa key that will 
openany treaſure that God bath, and that is humble 
prayer, it is Claws Celi,the key of Heaven gates z On- 
ly take heed that we doe not ſuffer the wards of this 
key to grow ruſty for want of uſe, leaſt in the day 
of extremity, whenwe come tothe doore of mer- 
cy, our key will not openit, Theſe things hayeI 
noted upon occaſion of 7obs expreſſion touching the: 
Treaſures of the Snow, which God laycsup inſtore 
for the earth againſt the time of neede; that is, in 
ſharpe and bitter weather, whenthe fruites'of the: 
a lye naked and bare, and have nothing to de. 
fend them from the cold and killing blaſts of the 
winde and froſt : then doth God bring forth the: 
ſnowesout of histreaſury, or out of his wardrobe, - 
a$a veſture of Woollto keepe warme thecorne that: 
ittake no hurt, asit followeth inmy Text, Dat ni 
wvem ſicut lanam, He giveth Snow like Wool, 
And why ke Wool ? I ſuppoſe for two principal] 
reaſons. 5 Z 
1. Proptey albedinems, for the whiteneſſe of it.- 
That Metaphor it pleaſcth the holy Ghoſt to uſe- 
pe M 3 ci{c- 
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elſewhere,P/al.5 1.7. Purge me with Hyſope, and 
fhall be cleane,waſh me,and 1 ſhall be writer then Snow, 
co ſhew whata bleſſed change and alteration Gods 
mercy and our repentance makes 1n the {oule of a 
poorefinner, who cantell where the ſpot was,when 
theskinneis rinſed ; now the onely waſbing-lye for 
the heart and for the inward parts, is that which is 
made:withthe aſhes of our ſtnnes,to rinſe and ſcoure 
our ſoules. That ſoule which before was as blacke 
aspitch or hell with wickednefle, and workes of 
darkeneſſe, being rinſed by repentance, and genued 
by the Spirit ot Ieſus Chrift, becomes ascleane and 
white, as pureand unſpotted inthe cyes of God, as 
the Eriven Snow is iN Ours. Take away my iniquity 
(ſaith David) and thou ſhalt finde none: when God 
hath takenaway a mans iniquity, his ſinnes are no 
more to be found than ifthey had never beene.. See 
Eſfay 1.16.. Waſh ye, wake ye cleane, put away the evill 
of your doings from before my eyes, &c, What then? 
Why then (faith God, ver. 18. ) Though your ſinnes 
be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be as white as Snow, though they 
be red like crimſon, they ſhall be as Wooll. Youknow 
thatcrimſon and ſcarlet is ſo deepe a dye, that all 
the Artunder heavencannot alter it or take it ont : 
yetthe Lord can make of a Scarler-ſinner, a Milke- 
white-$4int: God cantake out the deepeſt dyes of 
finne, though they be finnes in graine,and the ſoule 
ſhall becomeasthe Snow or Wooll that was never 
diptor ſtained. Therefore whenthou goeſt or loo- 
keſt abroad inthe Wintertime, and ſeeſt the Snow 
agony Wooll uponthe ground ; then reflet 

onthy ſclfe and ſay, © that my ſoule was of thu co- 
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leur: Oh that all the bl-ckneſfle and darkenefſe, the 
deformity and uglinefle of my '{1nnes were done a- 
way,and that my ſoule were reſtored to that Candor 
and whiteneſſe, and bright fincerity that this Snow 
doth repreſent. Beloved, it is not the outward 
brightneſſe and beauty of the countenance and com. 
plexion that God regards, where there is'5or zi. 
211m, ablacke baſe heart within; bur itisthatſame 
decor ab inte that inward intrinſecall comelineſſe 
that David ſpeakes of, Pſal. 45.14. that 'makes the 
King o*heaventake pleaſure inour beauty. Let nei- 
ther man nor woman therefore boaſt or be prond of 
their white 0#tſ/de, but rather labour and pray for 
awhite Inſide, that they may be as Moſes was ſaid 
tobe 2570; mw 339, AF. 7.20, faireto God, (forſo 
the Originall hathit) wetranſlate it, He was .ex- 
cceding faire, but the Greeke fignifies, He was faire 
to God, and when all isdone thar 1s the true beauty 
that commends usto God, when the other beauty 
1s withered and wrinkled, and cleane gone, then 
doth this Tuveneſcere grow younger and better with 
ace, Whenſocycr therefore God ſendsa Snow,doe 
not thou (like a bruite beaſt) onely trample uponit, 
and tread it under foote z but make ſome benefit of ' 
irto thy ſoule, and ſay within thy ſelfe, This isthe 
colour of my Saviour, Revel, 1, 14. The Saints in 
heaven are all of this colour, as white as this very 
Snow ingraceand glory, Revel.7. 14. Lord make 
my ſoule of the ſame colour too, that I may nolon- 
cer reſemble thE devill, inbeing blacke with finne 
and iniquity, but may reſemble the Saints and An- 
gels in being white with innocency and integrity. - 
Confider - 
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Conſider (Ibeſcech you) why is.it ſaid, 1 Cor. 15. 

That fleſh and blood cannot inherit the Kingdome of 
God : The meaning cannot be, that the ſubſtance 

of fleſh and blood cannot inherit Gods Kingdome, 

for then what ſhould become of all the Saints and 

ſervants of God, whoſe ſoules are gone beforehand 
into heaven, while their bodies lyc in the duſt ex- 

peRing glory ; but the meaning truely is, that the 
corruption of fleſh and blood cannot come within 
that Kingdome; that is, fleſh and blood as it is cor. 
.rupted and defiled, as itis blacked and beſmeared, 
and tained with finne and Satan, ſoit ſhall never 
come within the Kingdome of Ieſus Chriſt, and of 
God our heavenly Father : but when fleſh and 
blood ſhall be waſhed,aud cleanſed, and ſanRQified, 
by the grace, and by the Spirit, and by the blood 
ofTeſus Chriſt. and become as white as Snow,then 
is it come to the right colour, then, and not till 
then, is fleſh and blood fit for Gods Kingdome, 
and for the bleſſed ſociety of the Saints inlight. So 
much for the firſt reaſon, why God is ſaid to give 
—_ like Wooll, for the purity and whitenefſe 
of it, 

2. Propter ntilitatem, for the benefitand warmth 
ofit ; forthough the-Snow be cold and chilling to 
us, it is warmeand comfortable to the carth, likea 
garment of Wool! upon the backe of it, to preſerve 
and cheriſh the kindly fruites of the earth, that in 
ductime ( through Gods mercy ) wce may enjoy 
them, Reaſontherefore with x £ ſelfe, if God ſo 
cloathe the carth which is but ſcabe!lum Dei, the 
footeFFoole of God, the loweſt and baſeſt part of his 
Creation; 
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Creation; Wil he wot mach more cloathethee,O man, 
thouart Imago Dei, the image of God, that carryeſt 
the ſtampe of God uponthy ſoule,as the coyne bea- 
reth the ſtampe of the King upon the fide : ſurely 
he that taketh care for Oxen, will much more take 
care for Chriſtians. He that feedeth the young Ra- 
vens that call upon him, will ſurely feede young In- 
fantsthat call upon him : He that cloatheth the graſſe 
ofthe field, which doth him no ſervice, will cer- 
tainely providecloathing forus if wee doe him any 
ſervice as we ought to doc. Remember how God 
provided fer the Iſraelites when they were inthe 
wildernefle, where there was no new apparell to be 
bought, God ſo provided that the old apparell we" 


- they had,did neither weare out, norwaxe too little 


for them : but their cloathes grew as their bodies 
grew, and their ſhooes grew as their feete grew,and 
the one was as lafting and as durableas the other. 
Take ng care therefore (ſaith our Saviour) (mea- 
ning no diſtruſtfull care) what ye ſhall eate or drinke, 
or what cloathcs ye ſhall have to.cover you ; Why 2 
for your heavenly F ather knoweth that ye have neede 
of theſe things : Alas, may ſome ſay,this is but ſmall 
comfort, totell a man, be of good comfort, for 
God knoweth thy wants ; ortotell a ficke man, be 
ofgood comfort, for God knoweth thy diſeaſes ; 
ortotell a manthat is undone, be of good comfort, 
for God knoweth thy loſſes, 8c. I ſay this, that 
God knoweth all things were but a feeble Cordiall, 
ifſo be, that the knowledge of God were not (as it 
is) accompany cdand attended with the helpetull- 


neſle and the goodneſſe of God, that wherefocver 
N God 
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God- knowes there isa want, hee. takes a ſpeedy 


courſe to relieve and ſupply it ;. according to that, z |. 


Chron.16.6, Oculi domint diſcurrunt, &c. theeyes 
of the Lord runne toand frothroughout the whole earth 
{not baxely to ſee and take notice of what is wanting 
oramiſſe, bur) to ſhew bimſelfe ſtrong in the behalfe 
of them, whoſe hearts are perfett towards him.Doubt 
not therefore but ſtedfaftly beleeve, heethat is ſo 
carefull-to cloathe the earth, will have a greater 
care to cleathe thee, if thou belongeſt to Hea» 
yen, 

Laſtly,. from hence, they that are rich inthis 
world, may learne ( ina contrary ſence to that of 
Lucifer) to be ſiamiles altiſimolike to the moſt high 
God, Imeane ingoodnefle and tender mercy ; we 
uſe to ſay dives quaſe divms, to intimate that a rich 
man fhould be tothe-poore, as Moſes was to Ha» 
roy, inſomefencea God, Exod.4. toſuccour and 
defend them in the time of neede : fo then, Iooke 
how God above doth ia the Summer time refreſh 
the bowels of the carth with raine, and inthe Win- - 
ter time keepe warme the backe of it with Snow : 
ſo ſhould they Philemen-like, refreſh the bowels of 
the = thatarepinched with hunger; and Dor- 
cas-like provide- ſome cloathing for the backes of 
the poore, that arenot- able to cloath-themſelves. 
It is recorded of 7ob to his cternall- happineſſeand 
honour, that the /oyzes of the poore did bleſſe him, be- 
ing warmed with the fleece of NS. Oh whata 
bleſſed thing it isto have the bleſſing of the-poore 
and the blefling of God into the bargaine, and all 
forthe offals ofa mans eſtate, Such.a man _ 

8 - : 


. 
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bleſſedin his nzme, bleſſed in his perſon, blefſed 
in his poſterity ; God will blefſe a charitable min- 
ded man, men will blefle him, heaven will bleſfe 
him; carth will bleſſc him, all that ever have been 
comforted or cloathed by him will bleſſe him too ; 
theirbackes will blefle him, their bellies will blefſe 
him, their ſoules will blefle him; his houſe ſhall 
bee filled with bleſſings, asa cruell mans houſe is 
filled with curſes. Therefore as David ſaid of the 


- .mcnof 7abez, when newes was brought him that 
they had buryedthe bones of Sau, z Sam. 2.5. Bleſ- 


ſed be ye of the Lord, the Lord recompence you this mer- 


'cy : So may I ſay ofa mercifull minded man,bleſſed 


beſuchamanotthe Lord, the Lord will ſurely-re. 
compence him, mercy for mercy, kindenefle for 
kindnefle, and whatſoever coſt hee hath beſtowed 
n earth, hee ſhall finde it a hundred fold with 
odin heaven. This leſſon men ofwealth and abi- 


lity may tearne of the very Snow, or rather of the 


God that ſends it ; not to lay all upon their owne 


' backs, ſalts et ſy1va5(as he ſaid)groves and grounds 


andall rodecke up themſelves, bur lay ſomething 
outuponthebackes of Chriſts naked members, that 


they may hearethit comfortable doome at the laſt 


day, Come ye Bleſſed of my Father, for Iwas waked and 


ye cloathed,7 ce 


I hadaconceite asI came by the way, that the 
Snow did carry inita lively reſemblance of the 
ſtate of this wotld, in ſundry paſſages, I will but 
name them, and leave them to your confidera- 
tion. 

1. Asthecarthlics warme undcrthe Snow, and 

N 2 feeles 
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feeles not the bitter blaſtsof winde and froſt, which 
other poorc creatureFſhrinke and ſmart for; ſo fares 
it with therich men ofthis world, that lye warme 
with their wealth about them, and have no feeling 
nor compaſſion of the cold and hunger, the miſleries 
and neceſſities of their poorer brethren. So Dives 
being warme within, had no feeling of poore Laz4+ 
' 74 without + now Dives ſignifies a rich may, and 
Zazarw (inthe Originall ) ſignifiesone qui auxilio 
deflitutus eſt, one that ſtands in neeat of helpe; and. 
the intent ofthe Parableis to ſhew, that the rich are 
commonly as deſtitute ofpitty, as thepoorearede- 
ſKitute of helpe, the one hath little or no feeling of 
the other ſufferings. 

2. You may obſerve how the Snow gots by drifts; 
the Wind fetcheth it off from one place to fill up 
another, many a peece of ground is madenaked and 
bare,to fill up ſome ditch, or pile up againſt ſome 
hedge, and there it lies to keepe thofe places warme 
that were warme before : Evenſo doth the wealth 
of this world goe by drifts, the winde of adverfity 
fetcheth it off from one man to fill up the unſatiable 
ditch of another man;and many a mans meanes like 
the Snow) is blowne cleane away.from him and his 
poſterity into the hands of Vſurers and rich Op- 

- preſſours, tokeepe them warme that were warme 
already, toincreafe their wealth that had too much | 
before : jutas Naboths Vineyard was blowne away 
from him and from his children, into the territory 
and demaines of wicked 4s, 

3- Looke how the boyesand other youths toyle 
themſelves in the cold ro make a Snow-ball, that 
| ſhall 


——X 
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| ſhalllicke upthe other Snow, and laſt whenthatis 


gone; ſodoth many a covetous man ue himſelfe 

inthe world, and licke up his poore neighbours with 
hard bargaines, and cruell dealings, and: all thisto 
rowle up himſclfea private wealth, which when he 
hath done, is but likea Snow- ball, it may laſt for a 
time, but vix gandes icrtins haves, it is a. venture but 
ſome unthrifty Heire will waſte it and melt it away, 
as faſt,and as11las ever his father got it. 

4+ The Snow blindesa mans eyes, that when he 
comes into adarke roome, he canicarſe diſcerne any 
thing ; .Thusare many a mans eyes dazled withthe 
vanities and vices of the world,:that when he ſhould 
come to looke inward-into the darke corners of his 
heart, to ſee how the caſe ſtands betwixt God and 
his ſcule, like the blinded Sodomrites, hee gropes at 
noone-day, and cannot find the doore of Gods mer- 
cy toEnter at, Solomon ſaith, that gifts blinde the 
eyes of the wiſe ; Inthe Originall it is Pickim : ſuch 
a have their cyes open z the meaning is, that corrup- 
tion and bribery ſo dazleth many a wiſe man, that 
though his eyes be cpento the world-ward, to hell- 
ward,they are blinde to God-ward, andto heaven- 
ward; and cannot ſec into the things that belong to 
the right way of plecafing of God, and ſaving their 
owne ſoules; 

5. As many a dunghill, and many a dirty flough 
is hid under a driſt of Snow, that a man can neither 
ſee itnor ſuſpeRit : ſois many a baſe minde, many 
a falſe heart, hid under afaire outſide,that will make 
profeſſion and promiſes of fayoueand friendſhipto 


a maninproſperity ; but let him be caſt or driven 
N3 upon 
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upon themin adverfity, hee ſhall finde them like a 
totten quagmire under a heape of Snow, a meancs 
rather th finke him, thian to ſave or ſuccour him at + 
ſuch a time. ' - $ 
6. Laſtly, asLeontivs ſaid once to his ſonnes, 

pointing with his finger to his gray-haires, vio 775 
4o& xwtios,8&c.yhenthis Snow melts, therewill be 
a flood ; ſolet all old weather beaten ſinners, pueri 
centam annorum ( as the Prophet ſpeakes) Eſay 65. 
20, That are aged in time and ſinne, but children in 
grace and knowledge, that have feathered their 
neſts inthis world, and have nothing to take to in 
the world to come; letthem beware ( as hee ſaid ) 
leaſt aflood of fire and brimſtone in the infernall 
lake, doc follow uponthe melting of their Snowye 
heads,upon the diſflolution of their {infull ſoulesand 
bodies. 

| Theſe thoughts came in upon the by, and there- 
fore willnot Rand toenlarge them, but haftento 
the next generall part ofmy Text, as it followeth in 
the next place, Spargit pruinam ſicut cinerem; Hee 


" ſcattereth or ſprinkleth the boary froſt like aſhes. 


2. ThisI termed the Diligence of God , He that 
keepeth Iſrael neither ſlumberath nor fleepeth ; but 
whenweareaſleepe, God isawake, when wee are 
at reſt, God isat worke 3 when wee are-taking our 


eaſe within, then is our God taking paines abroad, 
to / the hoary Froſt inthe evening, for our 
_ hea 
'tion hereof ſhould move us,not onely to praiſe God 
for his Day-mercies, as Daviddid [| Seven times a day 


thand welfare inthe morning. The conſidera- 


will I praiſe thee (ſaithhe) ?ſal. 119. ] becauſe hee 
knew 
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knew that ſo,and more thanſooften he was behol. 
ding to God every day that came over his head; but 
alſo wee have juſt cauſe to remember God for his 
Night-mercies, for-his preſervation and protection, 
for bis cuſtody and care that hee hath of us in the 
night, as well asin the day time, Have 1n0t remem» 
brid thee on my bed (ſaith David elſewhere) and 
thought upon thee when I was waking,Pfal.63. 7. So. 
it thou haſt forgotten Godat thy board, remember. 
him on thy bed, ifthouhaſt not thought uponhim 
inthe day, thinke upon him the-more in the night, 
and when at any time God holdeththy eyes waking 
(as he did Davids often) then conſider and callto 
minde Gods mercies, and thine owne- ſinnes,. be 
thankefull for the one,be humble for the other, and 
then lie downe inthe peace of Ieſus Chriſt. Andin 
the morning when- thou walkeſt abroad, and ſeeſt 
the hoary froſt lye upon the ground like aſhes ; then 
thinke with thy ſelfe, this is the worke of Gods 
owne hands, God hath ſurely beene in this place, and 1 
Was not aware of it. 

Now markethe manner of Gods working, Spar- 
. git pruinam, he ſprinkleth the hoary froft , thats, he 
dothit inſucha ſecret inlenfible- inviſible manner, 
thatno man living can perceive. it, till God: have 
done his worke and fiviſhed it, and-evenſo, it plea- 
ſ{cth God roworke and bring. to paſſe theregenera- 
tion of a ſinfull ſoule; My Father worketh ( faith our 
Saviour) and 1 worke, and yet both worketh after . 
ſuch a ſecret way, that untill a man be-converted, 
the worke of Gods grace cannot be imagined nor 
perceived, as .itwas with our Saviourat hisreſur- 
rectiog, 
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reQtion, when he was riſcn, he appeared and ſhew- 
ed himſelfe, but the manner of his riſing, or how, 
or which way he aroſe andgot out of the Sepulchre, 
noman living ſaw or could, conceive, as Solomon 
ſaith, that the w iy of a (hip in the ſea is not to be known 
or found : a mai may ſtand upon the ſhore, and ſee 
the ſhip, and the ſea, and the ſhip going on the ſea, 
-but the way ofa ſhip in the ſea is unknowne, and un- 
diſcernable :.even lo the wayecs of God in tranſla. 
ting men out of the ſtate of finne and death, into the 
ſtate of grace and lite, are ſie veſtizys, unſearcha- 
ble,and paſt finding out. Many a one is troubled that 
he knowes not the very inſtant of his converſion and 
regeneration to God, and therefore makes queſti- 
on of his Chriſtian callingz but you know there is 
oreatdifference betwixt a man that is ſuddenly con- 
verted as P aut was, like a brand ſpatcht out of the fire, 
{as Saint 7ude ſpeakes) in the very heate of their 
finnes - and ſuch as have the grace of God wrought 
inthem by degrees ( as Timothy had ſenſims ſine fon 
ſ#, now alitt!:and then alittle, by the ſecret ſup- 
plies of the Spirit of grace : now itis ancaſic matter 
for theoneto ſet downe the time and manner of 
their regeneration: not ſo for the other. Butthe 
effe@ of allisthis ; ifa man can find in himſelfe the 
markes of the Lord Teſas, (as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh ) 
I meane the infallible fignes agd ſymptomes of 
grace,(as a defireto feare God,a(care to pleaſe him, 
and a kindly repentance when he hath done amiſle 
let him never make queſtion of his owne converſt- 
on, but take it asan undoubted evidence to his ſoule 
that God hath received himinto the ſtate of _ 
where. 


+ 
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wherein hee will reſerve him for ever unto Teſus 
Chriſt. No man makes queſtion how thefroſt is 
gendred when he ſees itlye upon the earth, becauſe 
he knowesitis the handy worke of God. And fois 
this. 

Againe, *pargit pruinam. Looke how God doth 
with the hoary froſt, how hee ſcatters it upon the 
graſſe, that no one ſpot of ground hath irall, but e- 
very pile of grafſe hath ſome ſprinkling of it: ſo he 
doth with all his heavevly gifts and graces , no man 
ever was ſo happy to have the fulnefle ofgrace, ſave 
onely our Lord and Saviour leſus Chriſt: All wee 
have but our ſprinklings, a ſprinkling of faith, a 
ſprinkling of zeale, a ſprinkling of repentance, and 
other graces, ſome more; ſome *lefſe, as God A 
pleaſed to diſtribute it. Hence the grace of God is 
compared untotwo things in Scripture, which are 
both things of ſprinkling, namely,- Salt, and Seede. 
Our Saviour compares it unto ſalt, eMarke g. ulz. 
Have ſalt in your ſelves, and be at peage one with ano- 
ther, Now you know, They thatſcaſon meate,doe 
not lay their ſalt all on a heape, but ſcatter it 2nd 
ſprinkle it all over, that every part may be made ſa- 
voury by it: Sodoth God diſtribute to every man 
a meaſure of grace, that his ſoule may be ſeaſoned 
and all his ſervices be made ſavoury to the Lord, 
that he may ſmell in them, -as he did in Noahs ſacri- 
fice, Odorem qQuietts, a Savour ef reſt, Saint 1ohp 
compares thegrace of God unto Seede, 1 /0h. 3.9. 
Hee that (+ borne of God cas not /inne, ( meaning linne 
untodeath) Why? quia ſemen Dei, becauſe the ſeed 
of God abideth in him, Now you know no ſfower 


layes his ſcedeall on a heape,Hhut ſcatters and ſprin- 
O s kles 
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kles it all over his land, tharevery furrow may have 
ſome part of the ſeede, and yeeld him againe ſome 
fruite of increaſe. Thus doth God ſow the ſeede of _' 
eternall life in the mindes and hearts of all faithfull- 
people, there jsno one that hath all grace,and there 
1s no-one but hath ſome,. ſome ſprinkling of every 
grace. For this cauſe (I ſuppoſe) the blood of 
Chriſt is called the \b/ood of prinklirg, Heb.12.-24, 
in allufiontothe Paſſeover where the bloed of the 
Paſchall Lambe was ſprinkled on the poſts of the 
dooreto ſave the houſe from the deadly ftroke of 
the revenging Angel. So is the blood of ſeſus Chriſt: 
ſprinkled (as it were) by the finger of God upon the 
foules and conſciences of all penitent finners, to 
favetheir ſoules from death, and to take out the. 
blots and ſtaines of our finnes. Looke how CA qua- | 
fortis takes ont the blots-of Inke out of Paper, ſo 
doth this precious blood take out the blots of finne 
out of the ſoule ; and blefled of God is that man that 
is ſprinkled with it. All thoſe ſprinklings of blood | 
inthe Law of Moſes, wereall but types and ſhad-- 
dowes of this #/00d of ſprinkling which peakerh better - 
things than that of, Abel, becauſe 4bels bluod cryed 
for revenge, but the blood of our Saviour cryes for 
mercy, anddrownes the cry of our deadly finnes, 
that cry and roare for vengeance. And therefore if 
thou haſtnothad the grace to keeper thy ſelte un. 
ſpotted ofthe world, but rather for -want of grace 
and care haſt beſtained and beſpotted thy ſelfe with 
filthy luſtsand finnes: then ler me adviſe thee thus - 
to doe; as Joſeph -of CArimatheawent to Pilate and 
begged the body of Teſws, Tohn 19. 38. So doe thou- 
goeto God and begge theblood of leſus, and defi , 
the- 
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the Lord toſprinkleituponthy ſoule, that thy fins 
may be done away, and thy iniquities may be ſcene 
no more: foreven this kinde of ſprinkling is as ea- 
fieto God, as that-whereof my Text hereſpea- 
keth. Hee ſcattereth or prinkleth the hoary froff like 

aſhes, 
a Sicnt cinerem, like LA ſhes ] Weread Exod.g.$., 
That Moſes by Gods appointment tooke aſhes from 
offche furnace, and ſprinkled them towards heaven, 
and they bred botches and boyles and blainesupon 
man and beaſt, If God ſhould ſprinkle ſuch aſhes a. 
mong us, or it the hoary froſt ſhould bring forth 
ſuch effe@s, what a woetull caſe were we in : How 
much cauſe therefore have wee ( as the Prophet 
ſpeakes, Ho/.3.5.) To feare the Loyd and his good- 
neſſe ; inthat being ſo unthankefull and ſo evillas 
we are, yet God is pleaſed out of his owne good. 
neſſe and mercy ( not becauſe we pleaſe him, but 
becauſe mercy pleaſeth him, cHicha.7.18.} rodoe 
us good and no harme all our dayes, and to ſprinkle 
ſuch wholeſome, healthfull froſt, as ſhall doe eve- 
ry mangood and no manhurt.!tis ſaid, Ex9.16.14+ 
T hat Manna, which was called Anzels-food,not be + 
cauſe the 4nzels did care it, but becauſe the Angels 
dit! prepare it,and tring it and make it ready forthe 
peoples cating : this Manna lay upon the ground like 
the hoary froſt inthe morning. Doubtleſſe it was 
to intimate, that Manna isno more to God, than 
aſhes areto us; and that if neede were, rather than 
his people ſhould famiſh, God can tutne the hoary 
froſt into Angels food, that we might live upon the 
one.as the Iſraelites did upon the other forty yeates 
together, David was driven toa low ebbe, m_ 
O 2 ec 
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hefaid, Pſal.102, 9. Cinerem tanquam panem mans 
ducavi, Thave eaten aſhes like bread, I take it, it was 
not ſo much our of neceſſity, as to teſtifie his humi- 
lity, "that hee did eſteeme himſelfe ſovile a finner, 
that hee was: not worthy to feede upon any better 
food,and that duſt and athes were too good for him. 
And lo inthe dayes of old,they were wont in times 
of ſorraw and ſ{adnefle to ſprinkle duſt and aſhes up - 
ontheir heads; from whence(lI take it) our 4/h- 
wedneſday hath its name, being ares cinerum a day 
w herein men humbled them before the Lord in 
duſt and aſhes: this they did to expreſle the humi- 
liation and deepe. abatement of their ſoules, that 
they thought themſelves not worthy to be above 
ground, but to be under earth in the grave, dead 
and diſſolved into duſt and - aſhes, I will not here 
preſſe the imitation ofthe ceremony, but onely the 
obſcryation of the ſubſtance of that a&t which con- 
cernes us asnecrely, as itdid them - and that is, I 
would have you be as humble, as ſorrowfull,as de- 
zeted and aspenſive for your finnes, as vilely and 
baſely, and meanely conceited of your ſelves, as 
they that ſtrawed aſhes upon their heads, orasthey 
that cate aſhes inſtead of bread, and mingled their 
 drinke with weeping. 

And ſol come to thethird generall point of my 
Textas itfolloweth inthethird place, 

3 Proycit ejus glaciem ſicut buccellgs, Hee caftith 
farth hs Je like morſcls, 

Me thinkes the Ice hath ſome reſemblance ofthe 
fate of this world, which is dangerous two waics. 1. 
Forſlipping.2. Forbreaking. 

1. For flipping, ſo-the. Fathers call the ſinnes "a 
ne 
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the godly by the name of LZapſ, flippings, becauſe 
(like men onIce) they {lipt and fell erethey were a- 
ware of it. And Davidſaith ofthe menof this world, 
Pſal.73.That God hath ſet themin ſlippery places, Now 
amanthat walkes ina ſlippery place, had need walke- 
very circumſpectly and very warily,leaſt he get a ſlip 
unawares that hee cannot recover himſelfe without 
hurt and danger: Sothe Apoſtle adviſeth all good 
Chriſtians to ſee thatthey walke Circumſpettly. Ephe.s 
13.90t as fooles, but as wiſe. A foole will venture to- 
runne headlong on the Ice, asif he were upon firme, 
ground, but a wiſe man will be very circumſpe@tand 
wary,andrake heede to every ſtep he takes, becauſe 
he knows the danger. So ſhoulda Chriſtiantake heed 
to his wayes,and if he finde himſclfe going;that he is 
ready to {lip and fall from God intoany finne, orto 
be carricd hcadlong by the ſtrength of his owne cor- 
ruption, or other temptation into any-dangerous or 
wicked ation: let himthen call untothe Lordas Da- 
viddid Pſal.119.117. ſuſtenta me, c. ſtay thou me up, 
and 1 ſhall be ſafe ;, like a man ready tofall; - he'prayes 
God to uphold and ſtay himup. Foriris certaine, a 
man hath not any power of himſelfe ro ſtay himſelfe, 
but that, as 7 «znatels us in her Song, 1 $499.2.9.It is 
God that keepeth the feete of his Saints, and ſtayes 
them whenthey are going-intoan evill courſe. And 
Moſes els us, Dent.33.3- That God hathall his Saints 
in his hands, (as a Nurſe hath her child) and will not 
ſufferthem to fall intotheir own miſchiefe:and there- 
fore our care muſt be by daily prayerto put ourſelves 
into Gods hands, and defire God to leade us by his 
grace and his goodſpirit,8 not leave usto our ſclyes, 
tor then wee ſhall ſarely ſlip and fall into evill, -That 
O 3 child - 
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. child thatcares not to be led, but will go of himſelfe, 
-gers many a knockeand many a (hrewd fall 5 but che 
child thatis fearefull and will cry to beled, that child 
ſcapes many a broken face: Therefore Daviddefires 
God to leade him, e/al.5.38. Whereupon ſaith Mnf. 
caluws, Duci cecorum eſt, puerorum, infirmorum, ec, "to 
beled, isa thing that properly belongs to ſuch as are 
blinde, and to children, and impotent perſons ; now 
ifa blind man,or a child ſhould go upon the Ice with- 
out ſome guide to leadethem, what a dangerous caſe 
werethey inz even ſuchare we without the guidance 
of God. The Ice is dangerous, and ſo is the world, 
take heede of ſlipping. 
2. Forbreaking,many a one we have knowne and 
heard of, that have veatured confidently on the Ice, 
nponthe Thames, till it hath broken under them, and 
they have periſhed irrecoverably;ſo havemany made 
agreatſhewinthe world, have beene in great dea- 
lings,and beene confident of their fortunes,till the Ice 
hath broken, their credits have crackt,and they ſunke 
onaſudden. See 2 Reg. 1. How ſecurely A baziah 
walked on his wonted pavement, fearing no danger, 
nor diſtruſted any ill event; and all ona ſudden, the 
floorethat he walkt upon, or ſome grate that was in 
the floore,breakes under him, and he got ſych a fall 
that he neyer could recover it till his death. It is not 
goodtherefore for any man to be too confident of his 
owne eſtate,vainely, ſaying-with 1ob, 29.18. 7 ſhall 
aye inmy neſt, or with David, Pſal. 30.6. 1 fhall never 
be moved : but rather as the Apoſtle adviſeth, Let hin 
that thinkgth he ftandeth take heed leaſt he fal. For thoſe 
that ſtand faſteſt upon carth have but ſlippery foo- 
ting - it.isbut a kinde of Tce, 'take heede — 
A 
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And yet there is another kinde of TeE, which hee 
that can breake or have it broken isa happy man: and 
thatis theIce of finne,'I meane the hardweſſe of hear; . 
ſor looke how Ice hardens the water, ſo doth finne- 
hardeii the heart, and make it infenſible of any dan- 


ger, and untraGable toany gcodneſſe. As long as 


the froſt holds, the Ice and the water are all one, till 
the thaw comes, and thenit breakes' intotheſe buc- 


cell's, theſe morſels, that my Text ſpeakes of: ſoas 


long asa man is frozen inthe dregs of finne; and ac- 


cuſtomed toan evill courſe of life, ſolong his finnes* 


and he areall one, allthe perſwafions: in the-world 


cannot part them ; till God be pleafed to ſend downe 
that ſame Gratiam mollificativam (as Divines call it)  _— 


that ſame mollifying and melting grace,that his heart 


begins tothaw, and his finnes and hee beginto- parr, 


then doth hee caſt out thoſe. buccel/as poceati, thoſe 


morſels of finne by daily confeffonand contritionto 


God, which before lay and wounded his conſcience 


that hee could never bee at peace. And this is that 
which the Scripture cals the breaking of the heart, itis 


juſt like the breakingof Ice, whenthe heart is diflol- 
ved with griefe and godly ſorrow, - and hisfinnesbe- 


gin to breakeaway by repentance and-reformation of * 


tfe,thendoth the-Spirit of God ( which Zachazy cals 


the Spirit of graceand ſupplication) doe as inthe firſt 
creation Incubare ſuper aques, fitandbrood (asit - 


were)uponthcſe waters to hatch new graces, to cre- 


area new heart, and make hima new creatureinTeſus * 


Chriſt, 


I might obſerve further, how reverently, how reli- - 
giouſly the Prophet David ſpeakes of the Iceand” 
cold ; thathecals the Ice ej ws Glaries, Gods ce, = 

the: 
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the cold ws frigus,hi cold, to ſhew thad God hath a 
hand in all ill-weather; and that wee ought not to 
blame the creatures, bur to remember their Creator, 
who for our finnes juſtly is diſpleaſed. But | haſtento 
the laſt part of my Text,and that is, 

4+ The compaſſion and tender mercy of God,that 
God hath not the heart to hold his people long 
undera judgement, but as.in the tenth of 1#4ges, when 
the people were throughly humbled, his ſoule was 
orieved forthe miſery of Iſrael, and he ſent a reme- 
dy out of hand ; and as Davids heart after ſome ſpace 
of time began to yerneafter 1#5ſalon, whom for his 
rebellion he had juſtly baniſhed, ani he muſt needes 
recall him home. So when we relent, God relents, 
whenwe beginto be grieved for our fins, then doth 
God beginne tobee grieved for our puniſhments, 
when our heartsare melted within, God melts the. 
earth without, as it followethin the Text, Emitric 
verbum & liquefacit, &c. Hee ſendeth out his word 
and.melteth them, Hee bloweth with his winde and the 
waters flow, 

He ſendeth out hi word, (that is) his command, for 
fothe tenne Commanadements are called Decem werba, 
theten wordsof God : Ard he bloweth with hs winde, 
(inthe Originall it is)fabit ſpirit ws, hs ſpirit ſhall blows, 
forthe ſpirit of God, andwinde, and breath of God 
areall one. Now marke from the connexion of theſe 
two, How the word of God, and the ſpirit of God 
goeevermore together. [' He ſendeth out hi word,and 
bloweth with his ſpirit. luſt as in the body ofa man, 
the veynes and the Arteryes gocevertogether, the 
veynes carry the blood and the Arteryecs carry the 
Ipirits, for every veyne inthe body thereis an Artery 

goes 


_ A 


V nw a wa i of 


AWinter Sermon. 21 


along with it. So whereſoever there is a veyn © 
oftruth, 1meane, where the word of God is faith- 
fully preached, there is vehiculum ſpiritus, an Arte. 
ry torthe ſpirir of God roaccompanty and goealong 
with it, ro mollifie and intenerate that ſame wervam 
ferrewm (whichthe Prophet ſpeakes of) that 1ron- 
ſinew of unbeliete, andto make the word cffecuall 
forthe melting and thawing of the frozen hearts of 
ſinners. Now if you looke backe upon this kindly 
Thaw that God hath ſent us afterſo long and lamen- 
table atime of Snow,and !ce,and Cold, you ſhall ſce 
inira lively reſemblance of the inward and ſpirituall 
thawand melting ofa hardned heart,that hath beene 
frozcna long time in thedregges of ſinne, and beene 
utterly uncapable of any grace, untill ſuch time as 
God doth ſend out his Word and melteth him, and 
bloweth upon his foule withthat ſame truely focal- 
led venta favonims,thatfavourable winde of his ho! 
Spiritthar makes the waters of repenting tearcy fall 
downe fram hiseyes, I will but name the particulars 
and foconclude. | 

I. The Thaw isalwaies accompanied withachange 

of weather ; the skye which before was faire and 
cleare and bright, doth then grow cloudy and ſad 
and darig with foggy miſts and vapours, that a man 
hath no pleaſure to be abroad init. And thus it is with 
arepenting ſoule,when God ſends this ſpiriiual thaw, 
aman ſhall finde a change of weather in his heart, his 
joy will bechanged into ſorrow, his mirth into me- 
lancholly, his ſongs and merry tunes intofighes and 
ſobs, and he ſhall ſenſibly perceive the toggy vapors 
of his finnes ariſe out of his heart into his head, and 


come trickling downe in teares at his cyes. lt is ſaid 
P in 
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in the Pſalmes, that therefore the wicked feare not 
God, becauſethey have no changes, but ſtill conti- 
nue in one eftate of proſperity and. pride,. and ſo 
thinke to paſſe a delrcys ad delicias, from the joyes of 
earthtothe joyes of heaven z butthat will not be, if 
ever God intend to fave their ſoules,. hee will findea: 
time toſend a thaw into their hearts, and then let: 
them tell me, ifthey doenot find a change of weather: 
in theirconſciences- 

2. lfitchancetothaw, and then fteezE againethe 
next day, this makes the wayes and paſſages worſe 
than they were before. So whena mans heart ſhall 
melta little on the Sonday, . and freeze againe all the 
weeke afters- as'Pharaohs melted fora time.,and then 
preſently hardned againe ; this relapſe is worſethan 
the former: as water having beene once heate, and 
thencooled againe, growes colder after than before, 
Weeſee, that even marble in ſome weather will ſtand 
on'drops, and yet retaines its wonted-hardnefle - fo 
did Pharaohs heart,and Sauls, and CA habs, ſeemeto 
give, and melt fora time, but they grew hardagaine 
too ſoone;- Take heede of that, it thy heart beginne 
to thaw, deſire God to follow-thee-with his grace, 
that it may not freeze againe. 

3. After a thaw, though the Snow for the moſt 
part be vaniſhedand-gone, yetunder hedges and dit- 
ches,there will lie ſome leavings of itias wecalthem) 
along time aſter; ſo when it hath pleaſed Ged to 
melta mans heart for-finne, yet there will be ſome 
leavings ofcorruption, ſome-remainders of his old 

s; inthe-blindeand ſecret corners of his hearts 
Sothat the continuall care and daily praQtife- ofa 
Chriſtian muſt be to-finde out and purge out theſe old 
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leavingsofſinne, that lye unmelted 1n his ſoule, 7 
C0r.5+7» 

4. Thethaw makes the waics exceeding foule and 
cloggy which before were faire and cleane ; ſo tilla 
mans heart be thawed, he never perceives the foule- 
neffe of the wayes of ſim, how they bemyre his ſoule, 
and clogge and hinder him in his paflage to heaven: 
Saint Petey cals the world 4x? m1, a ſqualid foule 
and filthy place (ſothe word fignifes, 2 Pet. 1.194.) a 
manſhall have much adoe to keepe himſelte unſpot- 
ted whereſo much filth and corruption is. David 

found this, and defired of God, Pſal.6 9. 15. Eripe me 

de luto ; Lord deliver me ont of the myre that T finke not. 

A wicked manthinkes the broad way+to be the beſt 

way, buta man_whoſe heart hath' bcene thawed, 

knowes it tobe full of myre and floughes, and itis 

Gods mercy if they doe not finke irrecoverably. 

{- While the froſt holds the plowes are locktout 
of the earth, noſeede can beſowne, all husband?t 
isintermitted, till God ſend a thaw, and then their 
worke goes forward. }So while menare frozen in.ſin, 
Gods Plow can'make no worke; the ſced of his ward 
cantake no roote, »&#pyia2# ( as the Apoſtle cals the 
Miniſtry ofthe word, 1 Cor.3.). Gods husbandry doth 
no good, til|there come an inward thaw to prepare 
ind make way for grace, that mens.hearts may bee 
wrought upon: by -the powerfull Goſpell of Teſus 
Ctriſt,then it is no griefe for aMiniſter totake paines 
inthe Word and Doarineof the Lord. Therefore 
T0hn Baptiſt was ſent before to ptepare the ,way for 
Chtiſt,and tothaw mens hearts by the preaching of 


Qarine- 


repentance, that they _— be capable of the Do- 
| 
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Qrine of Chriſt, who was to ſow the ſcede of cternall 
life in the world. | 

6. Laſtly,after a thaw-comesa flood, ſoafter re- 
pentance follow teares. It was Peters caſe, Luke 22, 
60, 7 azaivrF, while hee was yet ſpeaking, erethe 
word was out of his mouth, his heart began to melt, 
and he went out and wept bitterly, It was ane of Gods 
chargesto his people, Exo4.22.29. that they ſhould 
not delay their liquors or drink-offrings : (So wee 
tranſlate it) but in the Originall it is, #0» tardabs la» 
crymans twam thou ſhalt not delay thy teares © therefore 
ifthou haſt done any thing that needeth Peters teares, 
and haſt not ſhed them, let me be thy Cocke, doe ir 
now : what everthoudelayeſt, delay not that; for 
itis a ruledcaſe in Divinity, that no man can come to 
heavenwithdry eyes; therefore if thou findeſt thy 
eyes to beſadry, and thy heart ſo hard, that faine 
thou wouldeſt, but canſt not weepe for ſ{tnne ; deſire 
Godto ſmitethy heart, as Hoſes ſmote the Rocke, 
that the waters of repentance may gufh forth in abun- 
dance: orasthe words of my Text are, deſire God 
to blow upon thy ſoule, with the vitall blaſts of his 
holy Spirit, that theſe waters may flow, to waſh and 
clenſeand carry away the mudde,and dregs,and filth 
of all thy finnes. | 

Ihavedone with my Text: God of his mercy give 


a bleflingtoit for Teſus ſake our Lord and onely Savi- 
our. Amen. 
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